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: $$$ Hs account of the life and ſpiritual ex 


* fericnce.of JAMES. ALBERT, was taken 
„ From lus own mouth, and committed lo 
888675 paper by the elegant pen of a young Lap 


of the town of LR NIN ST ER, for her own 


- 1 * . 


the goſpel of Fefus Chriſt hath never reach'd! 
Now it appears from the experience of this remarkabic 
perſon, that God does not fave without the knowledge 
of the truth ; but, with reſpe to thoſe whom he hall 

_ » fore-known, though born under every diſadvantage 
and in regions of the groſſeſt darkneſs and ignorance 

he moſt amazingly acts upon and influences their mind. 
and in the courſe of wiſely and moſt wonder fully appoint 
ed providences, he brings them to the means of jpiritu 
al. inſormation, gradually opens to their view the tg 

of tas truth, and gives them full poſſeſſion and enjoyme 
9 theineftimable bleſſing of his goſpel. - Who can dou 
that the ſuggeſlion ſo p +776 preſs'd upon * mind 0 
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to the ſun, moon; and ſtars (the objetts of African 1dy- 

latry) came fromthe Father of Lights, and was with - 

reſpett to im, the\ for ft fruit of the' difplay of gofpil- To 
5 His long and perilous journey to the C 


- Guinea, were he was þ Nd for a ſlabe, and ſo brought | 
into u Chir Man land: jhall we con ider this asu alone q 


Held of a' curious and inquiſitive diſpoſition ? Sſiull rue 
in accounting for it refer to nothing higher than mere 


dels and Heiſts may thinks I'truft the Ohriſtian read 
will ea ly diſcern an all. wiſcund omniipotentappomtiment 
and ara th -mvoements. He Belong dtotne Re- 
DEEMER of loft fnners; he was the purchaſe of his 
Crofs ; and therefore the Lon unacriook to bring 


im by a way he knew not, out of darkneſs into his mar- 


vellous light, that ke might lend him tb a ſaving heart- 
acquaintance and union with the triune Gop in CHRIST 


recontiling the world unto himſelf ; and not im ting 


_ their treſpaſſes. As his call was very extraordinary, 
fo there are certain particulars exceedingly remarkable 


in his experience. Gop has put a ſingular honor up- 
on him in the exerciſe of his faith and patience, which - 
in the moſt diſtreſſing and pitiable trials and calamities 
have been found to the prgiſe and gloryof Gov. How 
deeply it muſt affeft a er Wert, not only to be reduc- 
ed to the laſt extremity himſelf, but to have his wife 


and children periſhings ſor wart before his eyes! Pet 
tas faith did not fail him ; he put his truſt in the Loup 
and he was delivered, And at this inſtant, though 


born in an exalted ſlalion of life, and now under the . 


preſſure of various afflitting prouidences, I am perſuad- 
ed ( for 7 Ano 18 man) he would rather embrace 
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It ite 8 Lins C G in he, than give 
| _ up tas ſpiritual Polſeſſions and enjoyment, io fill the 
| throne of princes; It perhaps may not be amiſs t to ob. 
ſerve that Javits ALBERT left» us native country, 
| (as near as I can gueſs. from certain..circumſtances) 
mien he was about fiſteen years old. He now appears 
0 be turn d / fixty ; has a good. natural underſtanding ; 
is well acquainted with the ſcripture, and the things of _ 
'* Gov, has an amiable and tender diſpoſilion, and his 
. charatter can be well atteſted not only at KivosaMin- 
'STER, the place of his refidence, But likewiſe by many 
creditable perſons in Lon pon and other places. 1215 
a 8 this narrative to your perufal, 


1 am your faithful and obedient ron, 5 . * 
"ON Doe PE | For Cunusr's fake, f 
OD W. e 


— 
F 


Was er in me city of, RF Oe my 
. "mother, was the eldeſt. daughter. of the 
reigning . King af Zaara, of which 
Boukxov is the chief city. I was the 


— ũ— 2 


by wy mother, and my grand- -father almoſt doat- 
ed on me, 
1ha from i my 1 a curious turn of b! | 

was more grave and reſerved in my diſpoſition 
than either of my brothers and fiſters. I often 
teaſed them with queſtions they could not anſwer; 
ſor which reaſon they diſliked me, as they ſuppoſ. 
ed that I was either fooliſh, or inſane, "Twas 
ertain that I was, at times, very unhappy in my. 
ſelf: it being ſtrongly impreſſed on my mind that 
here was ſome GREAT Man of power which re- 
ſided above the ſun, moon and ſtars, the objects 
of our worſhip. My dear indulgent other 
ould bear more with me than any of my riends 
de ſide. I often raiſed my hands to heaven, and 
aſked her who lived there? was much diſlatisfied 
hen ſhe told me the ſun, moon and ſtars, being 
derſuaded, in my own mind, that there mult be 
ome” SUPERIOR» POWER. I was frequently 

mo lt in woo at the ww of ch creation : was 


a 2: of fx children, and particularly loved 


1 8 _ 8 7 * 3 
1 afraid, 3 at reſtleſs, but ry not tell 
for what. I wanted to be inform'd of things that 
ns perſon could tell me; and was always diſſatiſ- 
fied;— Theſe wonderful impreſſions begun in my 
childhood, and followed me continually till I left 
my parents, which affords me matter of admira- 
tion 2 7 5 {74 
To this moment I grew more fs more unea- 
| ſy every day, in ſo much that one Saturday, (which 
is the day on which we keep our Sabbath) I la- 
boufed under anxieties and fears that cannot be 
expreſſed; aud, what is more e 
could not give à reaſon for it. I rofe, as our 
cuſtom is, about three o'clock, (as we are oblig- 
_«f to be at our place of worſbip an hour he- 
re ſun riſe:) We ſa nothing in our worſhip, 
8 e on our knees with our hands held 
ohſerving a ſtrict ſilence till the ſun is at a 
Wii veight which I ſuppoſe to be about 10/07 11 
f „enn! in England: when, at a certain ſign made 
by the prieſt, we get up (our duty Being over; and 
"Miherle to our different houſes. Our place of 
1 meeting is under à large palm tree; we divide 
bt — Ourſelves into many congregations; as it is im- 
poſſible for the ſame tree to cover the inhabitants 
of the whole city, though they are exttemely large, 
high and majeſtic; the beauty and uſefulneſs of 
them are not to be deſcribed; they ſupply tlie in. 
babitants of the country with! mieat, drink and 
n eie 8 of the 1 tree il NOR large; 
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1. 15 18 2 benen eel "2" "py It | Enplaga: that 
ies of Africa go entirely uncloathed; . but this 
1 | ſuppoſition i is very unjuſt : they have a kind of dreſs ſo 
Wl a5 to appear decent, though it is very light and thin. 
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tA certain 1 of the year they tap it, and bring 1 


veſſels to receive the wine, of which they draw great e 


quantities, the quality of which is very delicious: 
the leaves of this tree are of a ſilky nature; they 
are large and ſoft: When they are driet and p 
led to pieces, it has much the ſame appearance as 
the Engliſnh flax, and the inhabitants of Bou - 
wdv manufacture it for cloathing, &. This tree 
likewiſe produces a plant or ſubſtance hien has 
the appearance of a cabbage, and very like it, in 
taſte almoſt the ſame : it grows: between the 
branches. Alſo the palm tree produces a nut, ſome- 
thing like a cecoa, which contains a kernel, in 
which is a large quantity of milk, very pleaſant to 
the taſte :: the ſhell is of a hard ſubſtance, and of 
a very beautiful e e and n OW. 
Hy n | 
120 hope this digroffion will be nbc was 
going to obſerve; that after the duty of our Sab- 
bath was over (on the day in which I was more 
diſtrefled and afflicted than · ever) we were all on 
our way home ag uſual, when a recharkable black 
clout aroſe and covered the ſun; tber followed: 
very heavy raii and thunder more dreadful than 
ever F'had:heardr the heavens: roared; and the 
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earth trembled at it: I was highly affected and 


caſt down; in ſo much that E wept ſadly; and 
could not follow my relations and friends home. 
I-was obliged to flop, and felt as if my legs were 
tied, they ſeemed to ſhake under me: ſo I ſtood 


il}, being in great fear of the Max of Power 


that I — myſelf, lived above. One 
of my young companions (who-entertained a par- 


ticular fendihip! for me my. E for 9 came 
220898 Z I | , i back 
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back n me: TR albern me bh LRood Qil 
in ſuch very hard rain? I only ſaid to him that 
my legs Kain weak, and I could not come faſter: 
he was much affected to ſee me cry, and took me 
by the hand, and ſaid he would lead me home, 
v hich he did. My mother was greatly alarmed 
at my tarrying out in ſuch terrible weather; ſhe 
aſked me many queſtions, ſuch as what I did ” 
for, and if I was well? My dear mother, 

I, pray tell me who is the great Man of Poway 
that makes the thunder? She - ſaid, there was 
no power but the ſun; moon and ſtars; ; that the- 
made all our country.] then enquired hoi 
alb our people came ? She anſwered me, from 
one another; and ſo carried me to many generati- 
ons back. Then ſays I, who made the ſerſt man? 
and who made the Grſt cow, and the firſt lion, 
and where does the fly come from, as no one 
en make him My mother ſeemed in great trou- 
ble; ſhe was apprehenſive that my ſenſes were 
0 impaired, or that. I was foolifſh.. My father came 
in, and ſeeing her in grief aſked the cauſe, but 
when ſhe related our converſation to him, lie was 
exceedingly angry with me, and told me he would 


again; ſo that I reſolved never to ſay any thing 


ſelf; my relations and acquaintance endeavoured 
by all the means they could think on, to divert 
me, by taking me to ride on goats, (which is 
much the cuſtom of our country) and to ſhoot 
with a bow and arrow ; but I experienced no ſa- 
tisfadtion at all in any of theſe things; nor could 
1 be. 2 by any means whatever; ha parents 

were 


puniſh me ſeverely, if ever I was ſo troubleſome 


0 more to him. But I grew very unhappy in my- 
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were very unhappy to ſee me fo dejeteds indn me- 1 


lancholy. 


About this time there: ca merchant from 
he Gold\Cogft: (the third city in Gui EA) he trad- 
d with the inhabitants of our country in ivory, 
&c; he took great notice of my unhappy ſituation, | 
and enquired into the cauſe; he expreſſed vaſt 
oncern for me, and ſaid; if my parents would 
part with me for a little while, and let him take 
e home with him, it would be of more ſervice 
o me than any thing they could do for me, He 
old me that if I would go with him I ſhould fee 
ouſes with wings to them walk upon the water, 
nd ſhould alſo ſee the white folks; and that he 


— 
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ny companions; and he added to all this that he 
ould bring me ſafe back again ſoon.—I was 
ighly pleaſed with the account of this ſtrange 
lace, and was very deſirous of going. I ſeemed 
nfible of a ſecret impulſe upon my mind, which 
could not reſiſt, that ſeemed to tell me l muſt go. 
Vhen my dear mother ſaw I was willing to leave 
em, the ſpoke to my father and andfather, and 
e reſt of my relations, who at agreed that 1 
zould accompany the merchant to the GoldCoaſt. 
was the more willing as my brothers and fiſters 


( © 09 6 jr 19 0798 TT 


e account of my unhappy difpoſition ; and even 
+ {Wy ſervants lighted me, and diſregarded all 1 
s Did to them. I had one fifter who was always 
ot Nceeding fond of me, and I loved her entirely ; 
a. Er name was EoEwe, ſhe was quite white, and 
ir, with fine light hair, though my father and 
other were black, —1 was truly mung to 
cave 


ad many ſons nearly of my age, which ſhould be Fe 


eſpiſed me, and looked on me with contempt, on Bl 


. and country. that I ſhould never return to them 


3 within the cirele, or we mult have been tore to 


. 
5 Ss my beloved, fiſter, .and:ſbe cry d moſt ſadly 
to part with me, wringing her hands, and diſcover- 
ed every lign of grief that can be imagined, in- 
deed if I 22 have known when I left my friends 


again, my miſery on that occaſion Would have been 
incxprefiible. All my relations.were ſorry to part 
with me; my dear mother came with me on a 
camel more:than three hundred miles, the firſt of 
our journey lay chiefly through woods: at night 
we Teures ourſelves from the wild beaſts by mak. 
ing fires all around us; we and our camels kept 


pieces hy the lions, and other wild creatures that 
roared terribly as ſaon as night came on, and. con 
tinued. to do / ſo till morning. There can be lit. 
tle ſaid in favor of, the country through which we 
paſſed; only a valley. of marble that we came 
? throügh which is unſpeakably beautiful. —0n 
_ each fide of this valley are exceedingly high and 
| almoſt inacceſſible mountains Some of theſe pie 
ces of marble are of prodigious length and breadth 
but of different ſizes and colour, and ſhaped in 
a variety of forms, in a wonderful manner 
It is moſt of it veined with gold mixed with ſtrikin 
and beautiful colours; ſo 1 855 when the ſun dart 
upon it, it is as pleaſing a fight as can be imagin 
ed. Tbe merchant that brought me from Bous 
Nou, was in partnerſhip with. another gentlema 
Who accompanied us; he was very unwilling tha 
he ſhould take me from home, as, he ſaid, he fore 
ſaw many difficulties that would attend my goin 
with them. He endeavoured to prevail on th 


e throw me into a very deep pit 2 
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y in the valley, but he refuled to liten to ity, 
r- nd ſaid, he was reſolved to take care of me: but 
he other was greatly diſſatisfiet; and when . 
ame to a ee which we were obliged 4 4A 4 
hrough, he purpoſed throwing me in and drewn- 
ng me; but the merchant. wake: nos can (o 
t, fo. that L was preſerved; 


al We travelled al about Four 0 clock every 7 _ 


nd then began. to make. preparations. for right, 
dy cuttingido wn large quantities of wood} to make 
res to-preſerve us from the wild beaſts.— I had a 
ery unhappy and di ſcontented journey, being in 
ontinual fear that the people L was, with would 
urder me. Loften eli>Godwith extreme regret: 
pn. the kind friends I had left, and the idea-of- my. + 
ear mother frequently dre tears from my eyes. 

I cannot recollect how. long we pere going 
ne e nN to the Gol p Cos; but as there 


Oi no ſhipping nearer Bous Nou than that city, it 
nas tedious in travelling ſo far by land, being + up- 
pie Wards af a thouſand ies. Iyvas heartily rejoioed 

hen we arrived at the end of our journey: I now 


ainly. imagined that all my trbubles and inquie- 
. udes would terminate here; but could I, have 
ting ooked into futurity; I ſhould have perceiveditliat 
had much more to fuffer than I had before expe- 
ienced,andthattheyhad as yet barely commenced. 
2 was now more than a thouſand miles from 
, without a; friend or any means to procure 
dne. N 1:came to the merchant's houſe 
heard: the drums beat remarkably, loud, and the 
rumpets blow, the been to this em- 
ploy, are obliged to go on a very high ſtructure, 
I pointed for that oth: that thie-ſoundmay: : 
be 
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be heard at a great diſtance ; IT ey ee higher 
than the ſteeples in England. I was ' mightily 
| . with founds fo — — new e e and 


oli cin Rh 


* me, | becauſe 1 was "Grandſon fo the Lig of 
bo BourNov: - IST -O Th $2 244 
This ace ve me a ſeeret olinfates but I 
was not ſuffered” long to enjoy this ſatisfaction, 
for in the evening of the Caine day, two of the 
merchant's ſons (boys about my own age) came 
running to me, and told me, that the next day I 
was to die, for the King intended to behead me. 
—1 replied that I was ſure it could not be true, 
for I came there to play with them; and to ſee 
houſes walk upon the water with wings to them, 
and the white folks; but I was ſoon informed that 
their King imagined I was fent by my father as 
" a-fpy, and would make ſuch diſcoveries, at my 
return home, as would enable them to make war | 
with the greater advantage to ourſelves; and for 
thele reaſons he had reſolved I fhould never re- 
turn to my native country. When I heard this, WW .. 
1: ſuffered miſery that cannot be deſcribed. —1 
wiſhed a thouſand-times that I had never left my . 
friends and country. But ſtill the ALMIGHTY 17 
was pleaſed to work miracles for mme. Ii 
The morning I was to die, I was washed, nd | 
all my gold ornaments made bright and ſhining, W x 
and then carried to the palace, where the King br 
was to behead me himſelf (as is the cuſtom of tbe = 
place). He was ſeated upon a throne at the top of 
WW. av n exceeding large yard, or court, which you mult 
| 8 - 8 pes 80 
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go through to enter the palace; it is as wide and ſpa- 
cious as a large field in England. —I had a lane 
of life: guards to go through 1 gueſſed it to be | 
ab out three hundred paces. 

I was conducted by my friend. the merchant, 
aboge. Half way up; then he durſt proceed no 
farther :/I went up to the Kine alone, I went 
with an undaunted courage, and it pleaſed Gov. 
to melt the heart of the Kt, who ſat with his 
ſcymitar in his hand ready to behead me ; yet, 
being himſelf ſo affected, he dropped it out of 
his MH and took me upon his knee and weptover 
me; I put my right hand round his neck, and 

preſſed him to my heart. He ſat me down and . 
bleſſed. me; and added, that he would not kill 
me, that 1 ſhould not go home, but be fold-for 
4 ſlave, ſo then I, was SONAR: back again to the 
merchant's Hou. 

The next day he took me on Foam a. French 
brig; but cee in did not chooſe to buy ma: 
he laid I was too mall; ſo- the merchant ok me | 
home with him again. A x 

The partner, whom. I 185 ſooken. 155 48 my 
enemy, was very angry to lee me return and a- 
gain propoſed putting, an end to my life; for he 
repreſented to the other, that I ſhould bring them 
into troubles and difficulties, and that I was fo 
little that no perſon would buy m. 

The merchant's reſolution began to. waver, ch 
I was indeed afraid that I ſhould bt put to death: 
but however, he ſaid he would try me once more. 

A few days after a Dutch ſhip came into the 
harbour, and they carried me on board, in hopes 
gy the 9 would purchaſe me.— As they 

VT. went, 
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- went; I heard them agree, that if they edu ot 
fell me then, they would throw Ne OR. 
I was in-extreme agonies when T heard this; and 
as as ſoon as ever I ſaw the Dutch Captain, 1 ran 
ta him, and put my arms round him, and ſaid, 
(01 father, fave me,” (for ' knew that if he did 
not buy me, 1 ſhould be treated very ill, or pol: 
bly murdered) And though he did not under. 
ſtand my language, yet it pleaſed the ALMIGHTY 
to influence him in my behalf, and he bought me 
1 #Wo yards of check, which is of more -yalue 

here,” a3 in England. 

When I left my dear Neider 1 had”; a. large 
quantity of gold about me, as is the cuſtom of 
our country, it was made into rings, and they 
were linked into one another, and formed into a 
kind of chain, and fo put round: my heck, and 
arms and legs, and a large piece hanging at one 
ear almoſt in the ſhape of à pear. I found all 
this troubleſome, and was glad when my new 
_ 'Mafter took it from me. —I was now waſhed, and 
Wi Ccloathed in the Dutch or Engliſh manner. —My 
U = "maſter: grew very fond of me, and I loved bim 
1 "exceedingly; I watched every look, was always 
W |, : ready when he wanted me, and endeavoured: to 
* eonvince him, by every action, that my only 
Wl  'pleafure was to ſerve him well.—I have ſince 

thought that he muſt have been a ſerious man. 
His actions correſponded very well with fuch a 
character He uſed to read prayers in public to 

tte ſhip's crew every Sabbath day; and when 
WW - firſt Ifaw him read, I was never ſo ſarprized in my 
Ake, as when I ſaw the book talk to my maſter, for 
1 e it did, as I obſeryed him tolook Os; 
_ FRE 1 an 
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and move bis 1 9 1 ed ic ub Ao f to n 
As ſoon as my maſter had done reading, I fol- 
lowed him to the place where he put the book, 
being mightily" delighted” with it, and when no- 
_ me, I opened it and put my car down 
loſe upon ﬆ; in great hopes chat it would ſay 
fomcebinng to mei but was very ſorry, and 
greatly diſappointed when 1 found it would not 
ſpeak, this thought immedistely preſemed itſelf 
to me, that every body aud ever "_ 28 
me beeauſe I Was black 
1 was'exceetingly lea. ek at sch; 7 but whom r 
became more accuſtomed/to the fea; it wore off:. 
My maſters ſhip was bound for Barbadoes. 
When we came there, he thought fit to ſpeak of 
me to feveral' gentlemen ef his abquaintance, and 
one of them expreſſed a partieulardeſire to ſee _ 
He had great mind to bay me; but the 
could not immediately be prevailed on to han _ 
with me; but however, as the gentleman ſeemed 
very ſolicitous, he at leng th let me go, and I was 
fold for fifty dollars 7 and Nen pieces in 
Engliſh). "my nem maſters name was Vanhorn, 
a hee? her Firet Kis home was in New- Eng- 
land, "inthe city of New-Verk, to which place he 
took ms with Kim He dreffed me in his livery, 
and was very good e me. My chief buſineſs was 


to wait at table and tes, and Clean knives) and! 


nad a v pier; but the ſervants. uſed to 

aſe 20 . erbetene 3 Which 1 learned © 

aſter khan any thing, it wüs atmoſt” the firſt 

Englith 1 c Wenk. ILK any of theiw-alfronted - 
, I as ſure to call t OT 


ande: put T wos broke G 18 u of one,, al 
n by the correction of an old black ſen” > 


7 her l IE 1 {2g 4 text, 


"4 1 


vant chat Hu- 41 in the family. one = 1, had quſt 


cleaned the knives for dinner, When one of the 


; maids took one to cut bread and butter with; 


I was very angry with ker, and immediately called 
upon Gop to, damn her; when this old black 


man told me I muſt not ſay ſo. I aſl d him why? 
le replied there was a wicked man called the 
Devil, who lived in hell, and would take all Who 


ſaid theſe words, and put them in the fire and 


burn them. This terrified me greatly, and I was 
entirely broke of ſwearing. Soon after this, as 


] was placing the china for tea, my miſtreſs, came 
into the room juſt as the maid bad been cleaning 


it; the girl had unfortunately ſprinkled the wain- 


ſcot with the mop, at which my miſtreſs was 
angry, the girl very fooliſbly anſwered her again, 


which made her worſe, and ſhe called upon Goo 
to damn her.! was vaſtly concerned to hear this, 


as ſhe was a fine young lady, and very good to 


me, inſomuch that I could not help ſpeaking to 
her; Madam, ſays I, you. muſt not ſay. fo,” 
Why,  fays ſhe? Becauſe there is a black man 


called the Devil that lives in hell, and he will put 


vou in the fire and burn you, and 1 ſhall be very 


ſorry for that. Who told you this, replied my 
led Old Ned, ſays I. Very well, was. all her 


_ anſwer; but ſhe told my maſter of it, and he 
ordered that old Ned ſhould be tied up and 


whipped, and he was never ſuffered to come into 


the kitchen with the reſt of the ſervants. after- 
wards. My miſtreſs was not angry with me, but 


rather diverted with my ſimplicity, and by way 
of talk, ſhe repeated what I had laid to many of 
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Mr. Freelandhouſe, a very gracious, Nee FE 
ter, heard it, and he took a great deal of notice 


of me, and deſired my maſter to part with me 


to him. He would not hear of it at firſt, but 
being greatly perſuaded, he let me go, and Mr. 
Freelandhouſe gave fty pounds for me. He 
took me bame widh him, and made me kneel 


Hens: al could not make out what he did this rf 
nor the- meaning of it, nor what they | ke to 
when they talked.—1 thought tt comical, but I 
liked it very well After I had been a little while 
with my new maſter, I grew more familiar, and 
alked him the meaning of prayer: (I could hardly | 
ſpeak: Engliſh. to be underſtood), he took great 

pains with me, and made me underſtand that hne 
prayed to Gon, who lived in heaven ; that He 
was my Father and zEs r Friend.—I told bim that 
this muſt be a miſtake; that my father lived at 

Bouxxov, and that I wanted very much to ſee 


him; and likewiſe. my dear mother, and filter, i |: 


and I wiſhed he would be ſo good as to 14 . me 
home to them; aud I added all that I could think 
of to induce him to convey me back. I appeared 
in great trouble, and my good maſter was ſo af- 
efted, that the tears ran down his face. He told 
me. that Gop was a GREAT and Goop Srirtt; 
that He created alk the world, and every perſon 
and thing in it, in Ethiopia, Africa, and America, 
and every where, I was delighted when I heard 
this: There, ſays I, I always thought ſo when 
I, lived: at home! Now if I had wings like an 
ale, 1 * iy to il. my 75 mother ers 
| | o 
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5 Gos ir greater than the ſan, won, and Nars; 
and that they were made by Him. 
I vas exceedingly pleaſed with this TERRY 
It my maſter's, 'berauſe it correſponded fo well 
with my own opinion; I thought now if J could 
but get home, I ſhould be wiſer than all my 
 evuntry folks, my grandfather, or Father, or | 
. mother, or any of them,—But 'though I was 
ſomewhat enlightened by this information of my 
maſter's, yet I had nv other knowledge of Gov 
. that he was a Goon Seit, 280 created 
every body, and every thing. I never was ſen⸗ 
ble in yſelf nor had any one ever told me, 
that he would puniſh the wicked, and love the 
2 1 was only glad that I had been told there 
was a Gov becauſe I had always thotigbht ſo. 
My dear kind maſter grew 'very fond of me, 
v5 wax his lady; ſhe put me to ſchool, but 1 was 
=. 0 at that, and" Gi not. lie to go; but my 8 
1 | maſter and miſtreſs requeſted me to learn in the 
gentleſt terms, and perſuaded me to attend my 
ol without any anger at all; that, at laſt, 1. 
came to hke = better, and learnt to read pretty 
Well. . chobImalter was 1 good man, his. 
name was Vanofdore, and very 8 1 
I Was in this ſtate, When one Sunday: N= . 
| my maſter preach from theſe words ak of 
Revelatiors, Chap. 3 i. v. 7. Bhotd, He rr 1 
br the clouds and every oye Jha fee him, and they that 7 
Fierced Him.“ Theſe 'v ords affected "me excel-W 7 
Fel: 1 was in great gonles beczuſe 1 cho a 
my maſter diretted them to me pay; and, I f 
Saeed, chat he obſerved me with unùfugl a l. 
3 was ge” confirmed in iin 1 - 
| #45 e 
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looked rbund the church, and could ſee no one 
perfon beſides myſelf in ſuch grief and diſtrefs as 
I was; I began to think that my maſter hated me, 
and was very defirous to . home to my own 
country; for I thought if Gov did tome (as he 
faid) He would be furt to be moſt angry with me, 
as I did not know what he was, nor had ever 
MoS %%% ( -. 
1 went home in great trouble, but faid nothing 
to any body. I was ſomewhat afraid of my maſ- 
ter; I thought he diſſcked me. "The next text 
I heard him preach from was, Heb. il. 14. 
*« Follow prate with all men, und Roline, without 
which no man ſhall ſee the LORD.” He preached 
the law fo feverety, that it made me tremble. 
—He faid that GOD would judge the Whole 
world; Ethiopia, Afia, Africa, and every whete. 
I was now exceſfively perplexed, and undeter- 
mined what to do; 48 I had now reafon to be- 
lieve my ſituation would be equally bad to go, 
as to ſtay.— I kept thefe thoughts to myſelf, and 
laid nothing to-atty perfor! whatever. 

I ſhould have complained to my good miftteſs 
of this great trouble of mitid, but ſhe had been a 
little ſtrange to me for ſeveral days before this 
happened, octaſioned by a ftory told of me by 
one of the maids. The ſervanits were all jealons, 
and envied me the regard and favour fle me 
by my maſter and miſtreſs, and the Devil being | 
always ready, and diligent in wiekedttefs, had 
influenced this gitf to make a lye on me. This 
happened about hay-harveſt, and one day when 
was unloading the waggon, to put the hay into 
he barn, fhe watched an opportunity in my ab- 


lence, WW 


C 
fence, to 1 the fork out of the nick, wi hide 
it; when I came again to my work, and could 
not find it, I was a good deal vexed, but I con- 
cluded it was dropt ſomewhere among the hay; 
fo I went and bought another with my own mo- 
_ ney ; when the girl ſaw that I had another, ſhe 
was fo malicious, that ſhe told my miſtreſs I Was 
very unfaithful, und not the perſon ſhe took me 
for, and that ſhe knew I had, without my maſter 
1 permiſſion, ordered man things in his name, 
that he muſt pay for; and as a proof of my care- 
leſſneſs, produced the fork ſhe had taken out 0 
the flick, and ſaid ſhe found it out of doors. 
My lady, not knowing the truth of theſe things 
was a little ſhy to me till ſhe mentioned it, and 
"then I ſoon cleared myſelf, and convinced het 
theſe accuſations were falſe, _ 
I continued in a moſt unhappy ſtate for n man 
| "Gays. My good miſtreſs inſiſted on knowing what 
was the matter ; when I made known my ſituation, 
the gave me John Bunyan on the holy war, to 
read; I found his experience ſimilar to my own, 
which gave me reaſon to. ſuppoſe he mult be a 
bad man; as I was convinced of my on corrup 
nature, and the miſery of my own heart; as he 
acknowledged that he was likewiſe in the ſar 
condition, I experienced no relief at all, in read 
ing his work, but rather the reverſe, —I took the 
book to my lady, and informed her I did not 
Tike it at all, as it was concerning a wicked ma 
as bad as myſelf, did not chooſe to read it, and 
I deſired her to give me another, wrote by a bet 
ter man, that was holy without ſin.—She aſſured 
me chat John — was a good man, but ed 
| Halt 
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old not convince me, 1 wigs him too much 


ike myſelf to be upright, as his Ba ee ſeemed | 4 


o anſwer with my own. 


I am very ſenſible that Se "ROY the great ; 


power and unſpeakable mercies of the Loxp 
ould relieve my ſoul from the heavy burden it 
aboured under at that time.—A few days after, 
y maſter gave me Baxter's Call to the Unconverted? 
This was no relief to me neither, on the contrary, 
occaſioned as much diſtreſs as the ather had 
—— before, as it invited all to come to Chriſt: 
nd I found myſelf fo wicked and miſerable, that 
could not come. This conſideration threw me 
ato' agonies that cannot be deſcribed; inſomuch, 8 
at I even attempt-d to put an end to my life. 
took one of the large caſe-knives, and went 
to the ſtable, with an intent to deſtroy myſelf; - 
nd as I endeavoured with all my ſtrength to 
dree the knife into my ſide, it bent double. I 
as inſtantly ſtruck with horror at the thoughts 
my own raſhneſs, and my conſcience told me, 


dat had I ſucceeded in this attempt, I ſhould a 


obably have gone to hell. | | 
I could find no relief, nor the leaſt ſhadow. of 
mfort ; the extreme diſtreſs of my mind ſo af- 


Qed my health, that I continued ill for three 


ays and nights, and would: admit of no means 
be taken for my recovery, though my lady 
as very kind, and ſent many things to me; but 
rejected every means of relief, and wiſhed to- 


e.— I would not go into my own bed, but lay £ 
the ſtable upon ſtraw.—I felt all the horrors 


a troubled conſcience, ſo hard to be borne, and. 
all the vengeance of Gop ready to overtake 
Eo e | me 
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- tc be faved: unleſs: I came to Chrift, and: 1 could 


not come to Him; I thought it was impoſſible e 


the midſt of my diſtreſs; theſe words were brought 


Fiod theſe words in my bible. I roſe very early 


greatly, and prayed with: me frequently, 1 


rienced to ſit: under ed for there I uled te 


© n 9 


He ſhould receive ſuch a ſinner as me. 
Tha laſt night that I contitmed: in this place, i in 


home upon my mind., Behold: the: Lamb: of God. 
I vas ſomething comforted' at this, and began to 
grow eaſier; and wiſhed: fon day, that L might 


the following morning, and went to my ſcheol- 
maſter, Mr. Vanoſdore, and communicated! the 
ſituation of: my mindi to him: he was greatly re- 
joiced to find me enquiring the way to Zion, 
and. bleſſed che Lon | who; bad worked ſe won. 
derfully for me, a poor heathen.—I was more 
familiar. with. this good gentleman than with my 
maſter, or any other perſon; and. found = 
more at liberty ta talk to him: He encourage 


was always benefited by his diſcourſe... _ 
Aboutꝭ a. quarter of a mile from my maſter's 
houſe, ſtood a large remarkably fape-oak-tree; ir 
the midſt cf a wood; Boftemuſed to be employed 
there, in cutting dowm:trees; (a- werke L was very 
fond of) and ae fle ging c this pl: 
every day; ſometimes twice acday if IL coul 
ſpared: It was the higheſt e eee 


pour out my complaints before. the Lon; and 
when L had any particulari grievance;: I uſed. tt 
goubere, and talle to the- tree, and e ſor 
rous ee ien | 


Here 1 often 3 my own wicked: os 
and undone ſtate 5 and found more comfort and 
onſolation than I ever was ſenfible of before. 
henever I, was treated with ridicule and con- 
:mpt, I uſed to come here and find PEACE. L 
10W began to reliſh the book my maſter gave e me, 
Baxter's Call to the. Unconverted, and took great 
Jelight in it. I was glad to be employed i in cut- 
ing wood, 'twas-a-great part of my bufiveſs, and 
followed. it with delight, as I was then quite 
lone and my heart lifted up to Go, and I was 
nabled to pray continually; and bleſſed forever 
e his Holy Name, he faithſully anſwered or 
fayers. I can never be thankfal enough 'to 
Imighty God: for the ane pr. 
nities Eexperienced thecf ee. 
It is poſſible the circumſtance T am goi ng ta re- 
te will not gain credit with many; but this I 
ov, that the joy and comfort it conveyed to 
e, cannot be expreſſed, and only Mere * 
joſe who have experienced the like. 
I vas one day in a moſt delightful frame of 
ind, my heart ſo overflowed with love and gra- 
ude to. the author of all my. comforts. —F was 
drawn out of myſelf, and fo filled and awed 
the preſence of God, that I ſaw (or wk wo 
. light inen preſſible dart down from heaven 


8 


5 on me, and ſhone around me fer the ſpace off 
_ inute.— I continued on m Fr nw knees, and 
4 i ſpeakable took poſſeſſion A 


ace and r which filled = mind after 
was wonderful, and cannot be told. 
þ we not have changed Gtuations,' or been any 
e but "_ for K* world. 1 Wen hy 
or 


\ 


1 . 


8. my HOO: that I had no worldly „ Rebel io 
oo to draw my heart from Him. "4 wiſhed 
at. that time if ĩt had been poſſible for me; to have 
continued on that pot for ever. I felt an unwil. 
lingneſs in myſelf to have any thing more .tq'do 
with the world, or to mix with: ſociety: again. 
14 ſeemed to poſſeſs a full aſſurance that my Kr 
were forgiven me. Iwent home all my way 
joicing, and this text of ſcripture came full pod 
my mind. And I will mabe an evertaſiing'icovenan 
ad them; that I will not turn away from item, 40 dl 
IT) good; but I will put m mp fear in their hearis tha 
1 all not depart EN me.. The firſt oppor 
_ 158 -tunity,; cher xreſented-atſelf; I went to my ol 
F T7. ſchool-maſter,and made known: to hirn the happ 
ſtate of my ſou], vhoqoihed with men Þraiſe't 
84 _ Gop, for his merty-to:me-the vileſt bf Gamers. 
I vas now perfectly eaſy, and had hardlh ia wil 
to make beyond wbat I poſſeſſed, w ben my te 
paoral comforts were all blaſted by the death 
11 | Mr. Freelandliguſe; who was taken from tli 
N world rather ſuddenly, he 1 bull a ſhort illne 
1 and died off a fever I held his hand in mi 
WY when he departed ;, he told me he had igiven 
my freedom, I was at liberty to go where Fol 
Ci e that, he had 3 — prayed for m 
and hoped 4 ſhould be kept unto the end. M 
maſter left me by:his: will, ten: pounds: and 
freedom. 2000 Furt no iti I. 1. 
1 found that if he chad lived, it was hir inte 
tion to: take me with him to Holland, bas he h 
often mentioned me to ſome friends of his the 
that. were defirous taiſee me; but I choſe to col 
* "#043 byBold 1 pf 5111 11 Volyng 10 ati 
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tinue with ny e ee was 5 good to mie: as © 
if ſhe had been my mother. 5 
The loſs of Mr. Freelandhouſe didtreſſed me 
greatly, but I was; rendered. fill more unhappy 
do by che clouded and perplexed ſituation of my 
mind; the great enemy of my ſuul being ready 
- fo. torment me. would! Hera my on miſery to 

me in ſuch ſtriking light, and diſtreſs me with 
doubts, fears, and ſuch a deep:ſenſe! of my on. 
unworthineſs, chat Afterrall the comſort and en- 
couragement I had received, I was often tempted. 
to believe I ſhould. be caſt away at laſt.— The 
mare I lay of the beauty and glory of Go, the 


a more I was hambled-under a ſenſe of my own. 
„ eieneſs. I often repaired to my old place of 
As prayer, and 7 ſeldam dame away without conſo - | 


lation. One day this ſcripture was applied 4 m 
ind. And ge [are gomplett in Him, which is the 
Mac 4 pringifalities and porvets. — The Logn 
tas pleaſed: to comfort me by the application of. 
many gracious promiſes at times when IL was 
read to fink, under my trouble. Wherefore ie 
340% able 0 ſave them 40 the ullermoſt that, come unte 
God by Him, ſeeing Heu even livelhi ta male inlerceſſion 
for them, Hb. x. 14. For oy. one offering He hath 
7 for ever A ane ſanctie d. 
My kind indulgent miſtreſs lived hut tx o years W 
after my: maſter.,; Het death was a great affliction : 
o me. „She left five Tons, all gracious young 
nen, and miniſters of the 9 9 I continued 
ith, ithem! all, one after anotber, till they died; 
hey lived but four years after their parents, 
hen it pleaſed God to take them to himſelf. ik + 
as, non quite ales without a friend in che 
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5 I who had fo often: 3 the ** 
of Gov, truſted in Him to do what He pleaſed 
with me. In this helpleſs condition I went into 
the wood to prayer as uſual; and though the ſnow 
was a conſiderable height, 1 was not ſenfible of 
cold, or any otlier inconveniency.— At times in- 
dead, when Faw'the world frowning round me, 
I was tempted to think that the Loa D had for- 
er faken me: I found great relief from the contem- 
1 . of theſe words in Iaiah xlix. 16. Behold 
Ine graven thee on the palms of my hands; li 

alls are \conttinually before me. And very many 
comfortable protniſes were ſweetly applied to me. 
The 6gth/plalm and g4th verſe, My covenant wil 
I not break, nor alter thething that is gone out of my 
En | Heb. vi. 17. 17 Phil. i, 6. wo. ſeveral 
more. Rees e n gets 2 
As I had no loft all my dear add vhlued 
friends; every placein the world was alike to me. 
1 had for à great while entertained a deſire to 
come to England.—1 imagined that all the inha⸗ 
- bitants of this iſland were holy; becauſe all thoſe 
that had viſited my" maſter from thence were good, 
(Mx. Whitebeld was his particular friend) and the 
authors of the books that bad been given me 
were all Enghih. Butabove all the places in the 
._ world, 1 withed to fee Kidderminſter, for I could 
not dut think that on the ſpot were Mr. Baxter 
had lived and pick ie people muſt be all 
righteous: | - ne 
The ſitüation of my aifyirdrequiredilierT ful 

Py a little longer in New-York, as I was ſome. 

thing in qebt, and was embarraſſed hon 10 pay it. 


en this — W genile man that was a 
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particular 3 — mas. 
fer s, pretended to be a friend to me, and Prmifecd 3 
to pay my debts, which was three pounds; and 
he aſſured me he wbuld never expect the mote} 
again, But in leſs than a month he came and 
demanded it: and when Jaſſured him I had 

nothing to pay, he threatened to ſell me—Thougly 


Ikne he had no right to do that, yet as I had no 
friend in tlie worid to go to, it alartmied me greatly. 
At length be propoſed my going a privateering, 


that 1 miglit by theſe means be ehabled to pay 
him, to which I agreed. Our Captain's name 


was.. vent in character of a cook 


to him. Near St. Domingo; we came up to ſive 
French ſhips, merchant· men. We had a very f 
ſmart engagement, that continued from eight in 
the morning till three in the afternoon; when 
victory declared on our ſide. Soon after this 
we were met by three Engliſh ſhips which joined 
hs and that encouraged us to attack a fleet of 96 
ps. We boarded: the tliree firſt and then fol- 
an the others, and had the ſane! ſucceſs witn 
twelve ; but the reſt eſcaped us. There was a 
great deal of blood ſhed, and I was near death- 
ſeveral times, but the Lox preſervẽd me.. 
1: met with many enemies, and much perſe⸗ . 
cution, among the ſailors: one of them Was 
very unkind to me, and fludied ways to vex and 
teaze me. I cannot help mentioning ohe circum- 
[tance that hurt me mot than all the reſt; which _ 
was, that be ſnatchec a book out. of im y handthlat 
I was very fond of, and uſed 8 to amuſe 
myſelf with,” and thre it into the ſen. Hat What 


is wee ARS was the firſt W e pan 5 
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1 do not pretend to an : 
dappened becauſe he was not my friend; but I 
thought twas a very awful providence to ſee how 
5 * enemies of the Lonn are cut r 
Our captain Was a cruel hard- hearted man. 


1 4 1 Was bande fury for the priſoners we took in 


general; but the vitzable este of one young gentle- 
man grie ved me to the heart. He appeared very 
amiable; was ſtrikingly handſome. Our captain 
took four thouſand pounds from him; but that 
did not ſatisfy.him, as he imagined he was poſſeſſed 
of more, an had ſdmewhere doncealed it, ſo 
that the captain threatened. him with death, at 
which he appeared in the deepeſt diſtreſs, 
and took the buckles out of his ſhoes, and un- 
tied his hair, which was very fine and long; and 
in which ſeveral valuable rings were faſtened.— 
He came into the cabin to me, and in the 
moſt obliging terms imaginable! aſked: for ſome- 
thing to eat and drink; which when I gave him 
* was fo chankful and pretty in his manner that 

my heart bled for him; and I heartily wiſhed that 


1 1 ould bave ſpoken in any language in which the 


hip crew could not have underſtood me; that 
might have let bim know his danger; for 1 heard 
the captain ſay! he was reſolved upon his death; 
and he put his barbarous deſign in execution, for 
be took bim on ſhore with one of the 9155 _ | 
there they ſhot him. $6) 
This circumſtance fr dle d me POR TROY I 
could mot put him out of iny mind a long while. 
Wben we returneck to New-York the captain 
_ _ divitladthe prize: y among us, that we 0 4 | 
taken. When 1 vas called up to receive my par 
2 . 1 Tees upon Mr., (the ON who pad 
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y debt and was the occaſion of my going bond; 


ney, or if 1 ſhould bring him what I owed. — 


: Whitty-five pounds). I deſired Mr. 


/ Mito his handkerchief, and could never be prevail- - 
a Id on to return a farthing of the money, nor any 
t Ming at all heſides.— And he likewiſe ſecured a 
1 Noschead of lugar which was my property from 
o e ſame ſhip. The captain was very angry with - 


t Min for this piece of cruelty to me, as was every 


1 
4 


m. 


0 


»— 
1 a 


der bis protection, and would have recovered 


to let it alone; that I would rather be quiet. 
believed tliat it would not proſper with him, 


ich means every foul periſhed, . 
I was very much diſtreſſed when 1 beard i i, 1 | 


* 


d. Proper value on money; if I had but a little. 
H 
py 'P 85 


# 


0 FTE if he would go with me to receive my 


At thistime a very. worthy: gentleman,” a wine- 
erchant, his name was Dunſcum, took me 


je choſe to go with me; and when the captain 
aid my money on the table ('twas an hundred and 
——, to take 
hat I was indebted to him; and he ſwept: it all 


* 


ber perſon. that heard it. But I have reaſon to 

lieve (as he was one of the principal merchants 
the city) that he tranſacted bufineſs for him, © 

d on that account did not chooſe to quarrel WR. ee 


money for me if I had choſe it; but I told 


d ſo it happened, for by a ſeries of loſſes and 
Sfortunes he became poor, and was ſoon after _ Wo 
owned on a party of pleaſure. The veſſel wass 
ven out to ſea, and ſtruck againſt a rock, by OR) | 


t greatly for his family. who were reduced to 
y low circumſtances.— I never knew how toſet 


Du pen to opp! the preſeat necelſaries, _ 
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3 of ifs; 11 never wiſhed for more: and whewt bad 
any, 1 always gave it if ever 1 ſaw an object in 


as did at that time. —T continued ſome time with 
tko me. — But 1 had a vaſt inclination to viſit Eng! 
land, and wiſhed continually that it would pleaſ 

| : to England, I ſhould never more experience eithe 

_ eruelty or ingratitude, ſo that I was very defiron 

: very well. — Thad heard him preach often at New 
Vork. Ir this diſpoſition T enlifted in the 28th re 
giment of foot, who were deſigned for Martinicol 
in the late war We went in Admiral '/Pocock 


fleet, from New-York to Barbadoes ; ſrom then 


to the Havanna, and took Tune place likewiſe, 
here I got diſcharged. 


7 Hr 5 Spaniſh priſoners to Spain ; and came to Ole If 
| England with the Engliſh priſoners.—I cant 


_ Portſmouth. But I was aſtoniſned when w - 
5 landed to hear the inhabitants of that place curk * 


to find” nothing but goodneſs, gentleneſs an 
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diftreſs. If it was not for my dear wife and chil. 
dren'T ſhould'pay as little regard to money now a 


Mr! Dunſcum as his ſervant :\ he was very kind 


providence to make a clear way forme to ſee thi 
iſland. I enteitained a notion that if Teould ge 


to get among Chriflians. I knew Mr Whitefjel 


——— _—_— a— oO ET” hy a Me as oy 


to Martinico. When that was taken, we proceedet 


was then worth about thirty pounds but 
never regatded money in the leaſt, nor a ho 1 
tarry for my prize-money leaſt I ſhould'loſe' m 2 
chance of going to England.—I went with! tl, 


deſcribe my joy When, we were within ſight 


and {wear and otherwiſe profane, J expected 


meekneſs in this Chriſtian: Tal, T 17 42 e 


1 enquire 


I enquired ede Chriſtian people refid- ' 
ed there, the woman I made this enquiry of, 
anſwered me in the affirmative ; and added that 
ſhe was one of them. I was heartily glad to hear 
her ſay ſo. I thought I could give her my whole 
heart; ſhe kept a public- houſe. E depoſited with 
her all the money that I bad not an immediate 
occaſion for; as I thought it would be ſafer with 
.her;—It was 25 guineas but 6 of them I deſired 
her to lay out to the belt advantage; to buy me 
ſome ſhirts, a hat and fome other neceſſaries. I 
made het a-preſent of a very handſome large look - 
ing glaſs that I brought with me from Martinico. 
in order to recompence her for the trouble I had 
gwen her; I muſt do this woman the juſtice to 
acknowledge. that ſhe did lay out ſome little for my 
uſe, but the 19 guineas and part of the 6 guineas 
with my watch; ſhe would not return | but ee 
that EF ever gde i herr: 

I ſoon patceived that 1 was got beg peo 
ales who defrauded me of my money and watch; 
and that all my:promiſed happineſs was blaſted. 
I bad no friend but GOD and 1: prayed to Him 
earneſtly. 1:could ſearcely believe it poſſible that 
the place Where ſs many eminent Chriſtians: ao 
lived and preached could abound with ſo much 
witkedneſs arid deceit.” I thought it worſe than 
Sodom (confidering the great advantage they have) 
[:criedlike'a child, and that almoſt contmually: 
at length Gor beard oy d and raiſed m i ; 
friend indeed £7 

This publican Bed a beorher who hved Ns oo 
Portfmouth-Commion, his wife was a very ſerious 
ome woman * ſhe heard _ he > treat- | 
| ment 
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thine I had met with, the dern enquired ir 
my real fituation, and was greatly: troubled at the 


with whom 1 hoped: to e 
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i 'uſage I had received, and took me home to 
her on houſe. I began now to rejnice, and my 


| prayer was turned into ptaiſe, She made ule of 
All che arguments in her power to prevail on her 
who: had wronged me to return my wadch and 


money, but it was to no purpoſe, as ſhe liad given 
me no receipt, and I had nothing to ſhew for it, 
could not demand it. My good friend was 


exceſſively angry with her, and obliged: her to 
give me back four guineas, which ſhe ſaid ſhe gave 


me out of charity; though in fact it was-tny,own 


and much more: She would have employed ſome 
rougher means to oblige her to give up my money, 
but I would not ſuffer her, let it go, ſays I. My 


Gov i is in heaven. Still I did mot mind;niy, Jobs 
in the leaſt; all that grieved me Was, that I had 
been diſappointed in finding ſome Chriſtian friends, 
o aA little; fweer 100 
comfortable ſociety. Ya Te" & 1 3 mth "3 N. 

I thought the beſt method that I could: take 


no, was to go to London, and find out Mr. Mhire. 


— 
2 


P eee and went in the ſt; 


field, Who was the only living: foul I. knew in 
England; and get him to direct me how to; pro- 
cure a ling without being. troubleſome to eny 


perſon. I took leave of my Chriſtian frientl; at 
to London. 


A cteditsble tradeſman in' tbe tity; Who went up 
with me in the ſtage, offered to ſhew me the way 


to Mr. Whitefield's tabernacle. Knowing that 


I was a perfect ſtranger, I chbught it very kind, 
aud accepted his offer; but he obliged me to give 
"00: PO for going with me, and like 


wil 


— 
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110 N inliſted on the piting bim fve ali fuld | 


the fo conducting meto Dr. Gifford's meeting. 


o I began now to entertain à very different idea 
my Höf the inhabitants of England, than what I had 


of feured' to myfelf before I came among them. 


ner Mr. Whitefield receive d me. very friendly; . was 


nd heartily glad to Tee me, and directed me fo a 
en Pöpeß place to board ang lodge in petticoat-lané, 


it, in he could think of ſome way to hay me in, an | 


vas WW paid for m lodging, and all my: expences. The 


to morning after I came to my el 125 ab] was 
the houſ; +: 4 


avc Hat breakfalf with tHe x entle woman 0 
wn hn hk rioiſe of ſome Tooms over our hea 185 


me | enquired What it Was, The told me a petſan was 5 4 { 


ey, esel ſilk. 1 expreſſed a great defire to fee it, 


My and alked ik might P*She t0 Id me ſhe would 80 at | a 
ols WY up wh mée, and 115 N. is, ſhould be he 


nad Alen. e ee 58 8 66d as her word, and as 


ds ſoon as we” enter ed 55 'Foom, the perfon "that » 0 
ind wis weaving locked abeut, and Frntled: upon us, ; 72 2 
ind 1 Need Ber kom that moment. She / aſked N 
me many queſtions; and I in return talked 4 3 great "3 


deal 0 her: I fund ſhe was a member of Mr. 
Allents meeting, ahd. 
opinion of Her, though" 1 was almoſt affaſd t 
indulge this inchnation, Rat ine ſhould tov 


had the happineſs to find ſhe was very different, 


4 


like All che reſt 1 had' met with at Poftſmönth, 
Ke. and which had almoſt given me a diſſike 0 all 1 
white binnen?! But after a ſhort achyaintarice'T I 1 


and quite ſincere, and I was not without Hopes WY. 
that be entertained fome eſteem for me. We 
often went together to hear Dr. Gifford; and 3 
I had! always a n to relieve every fer | 
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in \ diſtreſs . as 1 was able, '1 3 to give al 
that complained to me, ſometimes. half-a-guinea 
at a time, as I did not undeaſtand the rea value 
pf it; this gracious good woman took great pains 
0 Wee and advile me in that and an other 
8 
Alfter I had been in 8 e fx weeks, I 
was recommended to. the notice of ſome of my 
late maſter Mr. Freelandhouſe's, acquaintance, who 
bad heard him ſpeak frequently. of me, I was 
much perſuaded by them to go to Holland. 
maſter lived there before he bought me, and ſed 
bee peak of me ſo reſpectſully among his friends 
chere, chat it raiſed in them a curioſity to fee me; 
* particular] Na. S engaged in che miniſtry, 
1 — expreſſed a de CE e eee e and 
Wh Examine me. Ifo lat it was. my good old 
Io aſter's deligzu that Lihould| he 
lived; for which reaſon 1 relolyed upon going to 
Holland, and informed;.my;.dear friend; Mr, 
Whitefield of my e he was ank averſe 
to my going at firſt, wa after I gave him my 
reaſons appeared very well ſatizfied.—I; likewile 
informed ny Betty y (he, .good.woman. that I have 
entioneh above) of my detennination to go to 
Holland, aud I told ber that I, believed ſhe was to 
be. my wife; and if it as the Lonkp's will 1 
delirecdl it, but not elſe. She made me very little 
72 anſwer, but. has ſince to 155 the did, not chink 
Wo; it at that 0 
| 5 f embarked at ee, 5 a e in the 
bs morning, and arrived at Amſterdam the next day 
by three o clock in the afternoon. I had ſeveral 
M ers of repprmmendating. N old maſter's 
as 125 = friends, 
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friends who! tary He 85 e LE WY 
one of the chief miniſters was particularly good to 


me; he kept me at his on houſe a long while, 
aud took great pleaſure in alking. me queſtions, . 


rhich I anſwered with delight, beir ng always ready. © 
o ſay, '* Come unto me all ye that fear GOD, and 
will tell what he hath done for m y foul.” 1 cannot but 
zdmire the footſteps of Pre ee aſtoniſhed. 
hat I ſhould be ſo wonderfully preſeryed! 'Tho® 
he grandſon of a' king, Thave wanted bread, and 
ould have been glad with the hardeſt cruſt I ever 
aw. I who at home, was ſurrounded and guarded 
y ſlaves; ſo that no indifferent perfon might ap- 
droach me,agd cloathed with gold, have been inhu- 
manly threatened with death; and frequently want-. 
d doathing'to defend me from the inclemency of 
he weather; yet T never murmured, nor was : 
ver diſcontented.—I am 9 9 and even deſir- 
us to be counted as nothing, a Nranger in the 
orld, and a pilgrim here; for * 1 know that. my 
EDEEMER lein,“ and I am thankful for. every 
ial and trouble chat Ihave met with, as I am not 
ithout hope. that N have been all ae 
Fae”: 
The Calvinift niere Gehred ts Behr ay" 
TTience from myſelf, which propoſal I was To 
fell pleaſed with; fo I ſtood before thirty-eight” - * 
iniſters every Th urſday, for ſeven weeks tog ether,” 
d they were all very well ſatisfied, and i perfugd-, 
11 was what 1 pretended to be Tee wrote 
dn my experience as I ſpoke it: and The Loy 
LMIGHTY Was with me at that time in a remark-' 


dle manner, and gave me words and enabled; wy 


e to Lage them; ſo great was his mere; 
take me in hand a mou blind n 7 * 
At 
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At this time a very rich merchant in FOO 
"Dan, offered to take me into his family. in the 
capacity of his butler, and I very 7 ont a accept- 
1 it. — He was a graxious worthy gentleman, and 
ery vey good to me. He treated me. more like a 
iend than a ſervant. —I tarried there a. twelve 
2 but was not thorougbly contented, I wanted 
to Tee my wife; (that is now) and for that reaſon 
1 wiſhed t to return to Ex LANE D, I wrote to ber 


once in my abſence, but ſhe did not anſwer my 
letter; and I mult acknowledge if ſhe bad, i 

would have given me a leſs opinion of ber, — ky 
maſter- and miſtreſs perſua d me much not to 
leave them, and hkewiſe their two ſons who 
entertained a good opinion of me ; and if I had 
found m my Betty married on my arrival in Exc. 


LAND, I ſhould have 0 to them Again 

"My lady purpoſed my marryin g her maid ; the 
was an agreeable young woman; had ſaved a grea 
deal of money, but I could not fancy her, 7 5 
ſhe was willing to accept of me, but I told he 
my inclinations were. engaged in GLAND, and 
I could think of no other perſon. —On my retur 
bye; 1 found my Betty Ace- hac 


_ refuſed ſeveral. offers 1 in my abſence, and told her 


| filter, that the thought if Fre na I wa 
to be her . 1 
*,Soon after I ca e horns, 1 vaited on .Doftot 
vhs. ho took me into bis family, and wal 


. ERceedl good ta, The character of thi 
pieus ee 
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h. wer gratefully ee the n many inn I have , 
"received from him. Soon after I. Ah to Door © 
a Cifford 1 exprefſed a defire to be admitted into 
naß their church, and fit down with them; they told 


2 a me L muſt firſt be baptized ; fo I ga gave in my expe- l 1 
Ire ence defore the ehorch,' witty which they were 


: very well ſatisfied; and I was bapft: 
du Gifford with ſome others. I then made known 
my intention of being married; but I found there 
"were many objeRtions againſt it, becauſe the perſon 
Fa I had fixed on was poor. She was a widow, her 
"I buſband had left her in debt, and with a child, fo 
bol bar they perſuaded me againſt it out of real regard 
' if to me. — But I bad promiſed and was reſolved to 
have her; as F knew her to be a gracious woman, 
NY her poverty was no objeftion-to me,” as they had k, 
nothing elſe to ſay againſt her. When my friends 
found they could not alter my opinion refpeling 
her, they wrote to Mr. Alen, the minifler ſhe at- 
tended, to perfuade her to leave me; but he replied 
he would not interfere at all, that we might do as 
we would, I was reſolved alt my wife's little debt 
ſhould be pit before we were married; ſo that L 
ue almoſt'erery thieg I had, with all the money 

J eould raife, cleared allthat ſhe owed; and I never 
did any thing with a better will in all my life, 
becauſe I firmly believed that we ſhould be very xxe 
happy together, and ſo it proved, for ſhe was 18 
given mefrom the Lond. And I have found her | 
a bleſſed partner, and we have never repented, . Th 


” tho” we have gone through many . e It 
1 and difficulties. = 
| 6 1 My wife got a very goechehg at weaving, and 2 9 
G . . well; * * at that time ff 
2 R334 | D 2 5 there * . 


inſiſt on my being one of the rioters, which I could 
: that by theſe means my wife could get no employ, 


--theſe misfortunes overtook us. 


his, a quaker, a gentleman of Jarge fortune, who 


| though my wages were but ſmall. I was allowed 
but eight-pence a day and found myſelf ; but after 
I had been in this fituation-for a fortnight, my 


what wages I had; when I told him, be declared 
it was too little, 'and- immediately ordered his 


Reward to let me have eighteen-pence a day, which 


alone, and it was my deſign, if things anſwere 


Te n now thinking to defire her to come to me, he 
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was great diſturbance among the weavers : ſo that 
1 was afraid to let my wife work, leaſt they ſhould 


not think of, and, poſſibly, if I had refuſed to do 
ſo, they would have knocked me on the head. —So 


neither had I work enough to maintain my family. 
We had not yet been married a Four: before all 


_ Juſt at this time a gentleman, that fret ich 
concerned for us, adviſed us to go into Eſſex with 
him, and promiſed to get me employed. I accept- 
'ed his kind. propoſal, and he ſpoke to a friend of 


reſided alittle way out of the town of Colcheſter, 
his'name was Handbarar ; he l his 1 


0 ſet me to work. 
There were el employed in ide farts way 
with myſelf. I was very thankful and contented 


maſter, being told that a black was at work for him 
had an inclination to ſee me. He was pleaſed to 
talk with me for ſome, time, and at lalt enquire! 


he conſtantly gave me after; [ane : . dg en 


Wemwelg well. ä 
1.did not bring my 9 with me: I came fi 


according to our wiſhes, to fend for her —I wal 


1 received 
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I received a var to nb ur e that ſhe was lt” 


brought to bed, and in want of many neeeſfaries.— 
This news was a great trial to me, and a freſh. 
affliction : 
mercy; forſook me not in this trouble. As I could 
not read Engliſh, I was obliged to apply to fome 
perfon to readthe letter I received, relative to my 
wife. I was directed by the good providence of 


God, to a worthy young gentleman, a quaker, and 


friend of my maſter's. —1 deſired he would take 
the trouble to read my letter for me, which he 
readily complied with, and was greatly moved and 
affected at the contents: mſomuch that he ſaid he 
would undertake to make a gathering for me, 
which he did and was the firſt to contribute to it 


himſelf. The money was ſent that evening to 


London by a perſon whe happened to be going 
there; nor was this LE the goodneſs I experiene- 
ed from theſe kind friends, for as ſoon as my 
wife eame about and was fit to travel, they fent 
for her to me, and were at the whole expence of 
her coming: ſo evidently has che love and mercy 
of Gor appeared through every trouble that ever 
I experienced. We went on vary eotuforeatifs all 
the fummer. We lived in à little cottage near 
Mr. Hanbarar's houſe ; but when the winter eame 


on I was diſcharged, 25 he had'ng farther cecafions 
ect began to darken 


for me. And nom the proſp 
upon us again. We thought it moſt adviſeable to 
move onr habitation a Httle nearer to the tou, as 
the houſe we lived in Was very cola, 2 wet, and 
ready to tumble down. 

The boundleſs goodneſs of Gob to me has Sew 
Wong great, thatwith the moſt humble gratitude - 
© 3 ; 
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but my God, failſſul and abundant in 
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Il deſire to proſtrate myſelf before him; for I have 
| been wonderfully ſupported in every affliction.— 
My God never left me, I perceived light fi{/ thro 
J darknels, ooo ot et 
My dear wife and I were now both unem: 
ployed, we could get nothing to do; the winter 
proved remarkably ſevere, and we were reduced 
to the greateſt diſtreſs imaginable.— I was always 
very ſby of aſking for any thing, I could never 
beg, neither did 1 chooſe to make known our 
wants to any perſon, for fear of offending, as 
we were entire ſtrangers; but our laſt bit of 
bread was gone, and I was obliged to think of 
ſomething to do for our ſupport. I did not mind 
ſor myſelf at all, but to ſee my dear wife and 
| children in want, pierced me to the heart. I now 
=. blamed myſelf for bringing her from London, as 
W doubtleſs had we continued there, we might have 
| found friends to have kept us from ſtarving. The 
{ſnow was at this ſeaſon remarkably deep, ſo that 
we could fee no proſpect of being relieved : In 
this melancholy ſituation, not knowing what ſtep 
to purſue, I reſolved to make my caſe known to 
2 gentleman's gardener, that lived near us, and 
intreat him to employ me; but when I came to 
him my courage failed me, and I was aſhamed to 
make known our real fituation : I endeavoured 
all I could to prevail on him to ſet me to work, 
but to no purpoſe, he aſſured me it was Not in 
his power ; but juſt when I. was about to leave 
him, he aſked me if I would accept of ſome 
carrots? I took them with great thankfulneſs, and 
carried them home; he gave me four, they were 
very large and fine. We had nothing to ona 
1 F | . 
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a ſire with, | ſo conſequently could not boil them, 


but was 


glad to have theme to eat rau. Our 


youngeſt child was then an infant, ſo that my wife 


was obliged to chew it, and fed her in that man- 
ner for ſeveral days. We allowed ourſelves but 
one every day, leaſt they ſhould not laſt till we 
could get ſome other ſupply. I was unwilling. to 
eat at all myſelf, nor would I take any the laſt day 
that we continued in this ſituation, as I could not 
bear the thought that my wife and children would 
be in want of the means of ſupport. We lived 
in this manner, till our carrots were gone; then 
my wife began to. lament becauſe, of our poor 
babies, but I comforted her all I could ;- till hop- 
ing and believing, that my Gop would not let us 
die, hut that it would pleaſe him to relieve * | 
which he did almoſt by a miracle. 
We went to bed as uſual, before it was 3 | 
dark, (as we had neither Gre nor candle) but had 
not been there long, before ſome perſon knocked 
at the door and enquired if James Albert lived 
there.? 1 anſwered in the affirmative, and roſe 
immediately ; as. ſoon as I opened the door, I 
found it was the, ſervant of an eminent attorney 
ho reſided at © Colcheſter. —He aſked me how it 
was with me? if I was not almoſt ſtarved ? I burſt . 
dut a crying, and told him I was indeed. He ſaid + 
is maſter ſuppoſed ſo, and that he wanted to 
peak with me, and I muſt. return with him. 
This gentleman's name was Danniel, he was a ſin- 
ere good Chriſtian, He uſed to ſtand and talk 
ith me frequently, when I worked on the road 
or Mr. Handbarrar, and would have employed 
ne himſelf, if -I had wanted work: When I 
came 


+ 
— 
— | 


- 


K N 
* 5 - 
. 


0 „ 
came to his houſe, he told me that he had thought 
a great deal about me of late, and was appre- 
henſive that I muſt be in want, and could not 
be fatisfied till he had ſent to enquire after me. 
1 made known my diſtreſs to him, at which he 
was greatly affected, and generouſly gave ine a 
guinea, "and promiſed to be kind to me in future. 
1 could not help exclaiming, Ok! the boundle/; 
mercies of my Gov ! T prayed unto Him and he has 
beard me; I trufted in him and He has preſerved 
me; where ſhall 1 begin to praiſe Him, or HOW 
ſhall I love him enough? 
I went immediately and bought Gin Dres 
and cheeſe, and coal, and carried it home. My 
dear wife was rejoiced to fee me return with 
| ſomething to eat. She inſtantly got up and 
dreſſed our babies, while I made a fire, and the 
firſt nobility i in the land never made a better meal. 
We did not forget to thank the Lox for all his 
goodness to us. Soon after this, as the fpring 
came on, Mr. Peter Danniel employed me in 
helping to pull down a houſe, and rebuilding it. 
F had them very good work, and fulF employ ; 3 
de ſent for my wife and children” to Colcheſter, ll - 
and provided us a houfe where we lived very com- 

fortably ; 1 hope 1 ſhall always gratefully ac 

knowledge his kindneſs to myſelf and family. 
worked at this houſe for more than a year, Fax 
was finiſhed, and after that E was'employed' by 
ſeveral ſucceſſively, and was never ſo happy as 
when I had ſomething to do; But perceiv ing the 
winter coming on, and work rather lack, I was 
apprehenſive that we ſhould again be in want, or 

'become troubleſome to our friends. 0 
I bad 
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4 had at this time an offer made me of going : 
e- to Norwich, and having conſtant employ. 'My 
ot vife ſeemed pleaſed with this propoſal, as ſhe. ſup- | 

e. poſed ſne might get work there in the weaving 
he manufactory, being the buſineſs ſhe was brought 
a up to, and more likely to ſucceed there than in 

re. any other place; and we thought as we had an 

leſs opportunity of moving to a town where we might 

12s both be employed, it was molt adviſable to do 

ed fo; and that probably we might ſettle there for 
our lives. When this ſtep was reſolved. on, I 
vent firſt alone to ſee how it would aer, : 

ad which L very much repented after, for it was not 

Ay in my power immediately to ſend my wife any 

ich ! ſupply, as I fell into the hands of a maſter that 
nd was neither kind nor conſiderate, and ſhe was re- 
the duced to great diſtreſs, ſo that ſhe was obliged to 
al. ſell the few goods that we had, and when 1 ſent 

bis fer ber, ſhe, was under the diſagreeable. ce 
ine of parting with our bed. 

in When ſhe came to . 1 a room 

it. ready furniſhed. I experienced a great deal of 

ö yAifference in the carriage of my maſter from what 

er | I had been accuſtomed to from ſome; of my other 
m. maſters; he was very irregular in his payments 
ac- to me: My wiſe hired a loom, and wove all the 

I leiſure time ſhe had, and we began to do very 
well, till we were overtakem by freſn NOOR. 
Our three. poor children fell ill of the ſmall · po 

this was a great trial to us, but ſtill I was — 5 
ſuaded in myſelf we ſhould not be forſaken. 

I did all in my power to keep my dear partners 
ſpirits from ſinking; as her whole attention was 
now alen up wich the children, ſhe could mind 
5 : | nothing 3 
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hi elſe, and all I could get was a but lite to 
ſupport a family in ſuch a fituation, beſides pay- 
Ang for the hire of our room, which I was oblig- 
ed to: omit doing for feveral weeks; but the 
woman to- whom we were indebted would not 
excuſe us, though I promiſed ſhe” ſhould have 
the firſt money we could get after my children 
came about, but ſhe would not be fatisfied; and 
had the cruelty to threaten us, that if we did not 
Pay her ee ſhe would turn us all into 


Mu ſtreet. / 
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Fe diſtreſs, conſidering the fituation of my 
poor babies, if they had been in health, I ſhould 

have been leſs ſenfible of this misfortune, But 


my Gop' ſtil ſaiiſful of his. promiſe, raiſed me a 
Friend, Mr. of rc e er a gra- 
cious gentleman heard of our diſtreſs, he fent a 
ſervant. of on to the woman we hired our 
room of, pad our rent, and bought all the 
N e with my wife's loom, and gave it us all. 
Some other gentlemen hearing! of his ' deſign, 
were pleafed oath him in theſe generous acts, 
for which we never can be thankful enough; after 
this, my children ſoon came about, and we began 
to do pretty well again; my dear wife worked 
hard and conſtant When ſhe 3 get work, but 
it was upon a difagreeable footing, her employ 
was ſo uncertain, ſometimes ſhe eould get nothing 
to do, and at other times when the weavers of 
Norwich had orders from London, they were fo 
exceſſively burried, that the people they employed 
were obliged to work on the Sabbath-day, but this 
my wife would never de, and it was matter of 
4, > nycaBnets 
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uneafineſs to us that we could got get our living 
in a regular manner, though we were both dili- 


uſe me well, 1 could ſcarcely ever get my money 
Gop to alter my ſituation. 

to follow the employment of chopping chaff; arid- 
were but few people in the town that made this 
de their buſineſs beſides myſelf, ſo that I did very, 


well indeed, and became quite eaſy and happy. 
5 But we did not continue long in this comfortable 


us tte, many of the inferior people were envious 


and ill-natured,, and ſet up the ſame empley and 


ur bardly get any thing to do, and Jyiigan 
* unfortunate ; Nor did this misfortui tome alone, 
for juſt at this. time we loſt one of our little girls: 


au who died of a fever: This circumſtance: occa- 
7. oned us new. troubles, for the baptiſt miniſter. _ 
refuſed . to bury ber becauſe. we were not their 
members; An 3 
ſhe had never been baptized: I applied to the 


quakers, but met with no ſucceſs; this was one 


0 of the pariſh ſent for to tell me he vuld 
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gent, induſtrious, and willing to work. I was 
A [4 from being happy in my maſter, he did not. 


from him ; but. I continued patient, * it e | 
nd My worthy friend Mr. Gaede: Y, vile ORE 
to bought me an inſtrument for that purpoſe. There. 


* 8 n 


worked under price on purpoſe to get my buſineſs 
from me, and they ſucceeded fo well that I could 


e again 


of the greateſt trials I hed cran ance with, as we 
lid not know what to do with our poor baby: 

Ac length I reſolved te dig a grave in the garden 
J the houſe, and bury her there; when the 


_ the child, 5 did not chooſe t read the, 
urial ſervice over her. I told him I did not. 


Tat 


e whether: he would or no, as the ae could 


not hear it. 


Wie met ne deal of in eiten . 


Saint's Everlaſtin 


this, and found it very difficult to live: We could 
ſearcely get work to do; and were obliged to 

wn our cloaths, ''we' were ready to ſink under 
our troubles ; when 1 propoſed io my wife to go 
to Kidderminſter, and try if we could do there. 
I bad always an inclination for that 
and now more than ever, as 1 had heard Mr. 
Favcet mentioned in the moſt reſpectful manner, 
as a pious worthy gentleman, and I had ſeen bis 
name in a favourite book of mine, called Baxter's 
and as the manufactory 
at Kidderminſter mes to promiſe my wife 
ſome employment, Toy" read] 


. . ae my 


way of thinking. 


I left her once more, ou? n er Kidder: 


unter, in order to judg 


mediately on Mr. Fawcet,' who was 
receive me very” kindly, and recommended 'me 
to Mr. Watſon; who e 

filk and worſted together. 
about a fortnigbt, and when I thought it would 
anſwer our” expeQation,! returned to Nor- 
wife; ſhe was then near her 
and too much indilpoſed, ſo we were 
obliged to tarry 
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er to fetch: 
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until ſne was broug 
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| if the ſituation would 
As ſoon as I came there, I waited im- 


place, 


le £ aA £m was 


pleafed to 


loyed' me” in twiſting 
I continued here 


ht to bed, 


and as ſoon as ſhe could conveniently travel, we 
came to Kidderminſter, but we brought nothing 
with us, as we were obliged to ſell all we had to 


my wife's 


$39) ©) Such 
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Such 2 our ſituation at preſent _My wife, by 
hard labour at the loom, does every thing that 


can be expected from her towards the maintenance 


of our family; and Goo is pleaſed to incline the 
hearts of his people at times to yield us their cha- 


ritable aſſiſtance, being myſelf through age and 


infirmity able to contribute but little to their ſup- 
port. As pilgrims, and very poor pilgrims, we 


are travelling through many difficulties towards 
our HEAVENLY HOME, and waiting patiently for 


his gracious call, when the Lord ſhall deliver us 
out of the evils of this preſent world, and bring us 
to the EVERLASTING GLORIESs of the world to 
come. To RIM be rRAISE for EVER and 
VER. AMuEN. 8 | „ 
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